
A SLOVENIAN EXPERIENCE

In October of 2019 I found myself travelling to Maribor, Slovenia, to learn about the services and 
supports for people with disabilities. Slovenia, a small country in comparison to its neighbours, 

offered me an enormous experience that gifted me professional and personal growth.
I was fortunate enough to have Majda Schmidt, 
an experienced professor from the Faculty 
of Education at the University of Maribor, as my 
mentor and guide during my stay. With her I 
visited two organizations while in Maribor. 
At the ZUDV Dornova Institute for Education, 
Work and Care, I was thoroughly impressed with
the range of available services and the 
collaborative approach taken by a 
multidisciplinary team that ensures their clients
receive individualized care and the appropriate 
resources.

At the Maribor Hearing and Speech Center 
(CSGM) I learned about the Expert Center for 

Autism. This project aims to further expand and 
deepen the knowledge of educational, social, and

 healthcare institutions working with children 
with autism and their families. I was pleased to 

see how they valued collaborative and 
multidisciplinary measures when supporting 

individuals with disabilities and their families. 
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I was also given an opportunity to give small
lectures to a few classes at the Faculty of Arts, 
University of Maribor. I shared my years of 
knowledge and experience in working and 
supporting people with disabilities to university 
students. I was very warmly welcomed by each 
class and truly enjoyed this part of my trip. 
I was amazed by the beauty of Slovenia. 
In Maribor I could walk around town and witness
thousand year old buildings then later hike 
through lush fields and beautiful forests. The 
picturesque scenery combined with incredibly 
hospitable people made for an amazing and 
unforgettable trip. 

I would like to thank Ivan Brown, who presented me with this amazing opportunity while 
I was studying at Brock University, as well Majda Schmidt for her guidance and expertise.

 I also want to thank the many individuals and organizations I connected with for their 
hospitality and generosity in sharing their work and knowledge with me.
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