Become a Host
What is the International Visits Program?

This program is an attractive benefit for IASSIDD members. Individual members from any country may arrange to visit an accredited community agency, university, hospital, etc. for a period of approximately two weeks for the purposes of learning.


A host is an organizational member of IASSIDD, or the employer of an individual member of IASSIDD in good standing. Hosts are typically disability support agencies, hospitals, university or college departments, or volunteer organizations, but others may be considered.

Why should I be a host?
The host offers a teaching and learning opportunity for the visitor. It also establishes links that develop research, advancement of knowledge, and professional practice.

How long is each visit?
Normally, a visit is for a 2-week period.

How do I become an accredited host?
Academy partner organizations are already accredited hosts. 

[bookmark: _Hlk41574475]IASSIDD organizational members or employer organizations of IASSIDD members may become accredited hosts on approval of the Academy Director and the Chair, Academy International Visits Program, Su McAnelly: su.mcanelly@northumbria.ac.uk


What is my role as a host?
1.	Arrange the specifics of the visit with the 	visitor. Typically, a host assigns one main 	contact person.
2.	Provide valuable learning experiences for the 	visitor. Involve the visitor in discussions, 	teaching, research, or other activities.
3.	Complete a brief evaluation of the visit.
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Who pays for what?

Visitors normally cover their own travel and visitation costs. In some cases, though, the host organization may have some accommodation or other support to offer.

This is a volunteer opportunity and no fees can be paid to either party.

Become a Visitor
To participate as a visitor in our Program, one should be a registered member of IASSIDD. The visitor engages in learning opportunities such as attending classes, accompanying a particular support worker on his/her daily work, taking part in consultations and meetings, assisting with research, or a combination of these types of things.

Why should I be a visitor?
Visitors engage in many different types of learning. They will have an opportunity to see how academic and support issues in disability are addressed in other countries of the world. At the same time, visitors will have some time to engage in local customs, food, entertainment, and sight-seeing.
	All visitors receive a certificate of completion when they successfully complete a visit with an Academy-accredited host organization.

How long is each visit?
It is suggested that a 2-week visit should provide the visitor with a valuable learning experience. However, the visitor and the host may arrange for a longer or shorter visit if they wish.

How do I apply to become a visitor?
There are 2 steps to becoming a visitor:
1.	Pick a host. See Academy partner organizations that will host visitors:
https://www.iassidd.org/partner-organizations/

2.	Contact Chair, Academy International Visits Program, Su McAnelly: su.mcanelly@northumbria.ac.uk
[bookmark: _Hlk494111342]Who are visitors?
Visitors can be anyone with a strong interest in learning more about intellectual and developmental disabilities.

· Support workers
· Researchers
· Medical professionals
· Students
· Social workers
· Professors
· Parents
· Teachers
· People with disabilities
· Policy makers
· Family members
· Professionals whose work involves disability 


Who are hosts?
Hosts are any organization or body that supports people with disabilities or generates knowledge about disabilities.

· University or college departments
· Medical centres
· Community support agencies
· Schools
· Rehabilitation programs
· Therapy programs
· Government departments
· Recreation programs
· Legal firms
· Early learning centres
· Volunteer organizations
· Professional organizations

And from the Academy…International
Visits
Program














[image: ]

IASSIDD Academy
on Education, Teaching and Research


	International 	Association for the 	Scientific Study of 	Intellectual and 	Developmental 	Disabilities

[image: ]
Both the visitor and the host receive a certificate of completion from the IASSIDD Academy.



IASSIDD Academy also:
1.	Responds to inquiries about possible hosting and visiting.
2.	Assists hosts and visitors with making travel plans and study plans during the visit.
3.	Accepts applications from graduate students for partial payment of their travel costs, when Academy funding permits.
4.	Provides advice on the logistics of the visit, if required.

More Information
www.iassidd.org  Click on Academy.

Contact the Chair, Academy International Visits Program, Su McAnelly: su.mcanelly@northumbria.ac.uk

[image: C:\Users\Owner\Documents\00000 Academy current files\Administration\Logos\High quality Academy logos\IASSIDDAcademy.png]Please note: IASSIDD assumes no responsibility for the visit, the visitor, or the host organization, and cannot be held liable in any way for the visit, the visitor, or the host organization.
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