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Showcase your work through the ASD SIRG’s ECR Virtual Lightning Talk Competition! 
 

 
The Autism Spectrum Disorders Special Interest Research Group (SIRG) is excited to announce 
an abstract call for a Virtual Lightning Talk Competition. The competition will take place in mid-
October 2021 on Zoom.  
 
What is a Lightning Talk?  
A Lightning Talk is a concise (3-minute maximum), oral presentation designed to quickly 
introduce people to a research project. A Lightning Talk should be understood by a lay audience 
and should convey the main goal of the research, broader impact, and how it extends the ASD 
literature. By presenting a Lightning Talk, participants will gain experience in communicating 
their work in a concise and simple, yet thought-provoking and inspiring way.  
      
Who will present the Lightning Talks? 
This competition features two categories of presenters: 

1. Students/trainees (e.g., MA, MSc, MPhil, PhD, DClinPsy)  
2. Early career researchers (individuals who are within 8-10 years of their PhD or within 6-8 

years of their first academic appointment). 
 
How to apply to present a Lightning Talk 
Applicants may apply to present a Lightning Talk by completing the application form below. 
Applicants selected to participate in the program will be notified by September 30, 2021. 
 
Prizes awarded 
Awards will be presented to the top three presenters in each category who receive the highest 
scores. Please see Judging Criteria below. The award-winning presentations – with the 
presenters’ permission - will be shared via the ASD SIRG Twitter and newsletter, and published 
on the ASD SIRG website. 
 
Who else can attend? 
All IASSIDD members and non-members are welcome to attend the Virtual Lightning Talk 
Competition. There is no cost to attend. 
 

 

Please click here for the abstract submission form, 
or copy and paste the URL into your browser: 

https://ucriverside.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0IgLwFBcSuc2EJw 
 
 

** For additional information, see the Rules & Timeline section below. ** 

https://ucriverside.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0IgLwFBcSuc2EJw
https://ucriverside.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0IgLwFBcSuc2EJw
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RULES & TIMELINE 
 
Specific Instructions:  
Presentations must be:   
▪ no longer than 3 minutes - submissions over 3 minutes or significantly under (i.e., less than 

2:30 minutes) will be disqualified 
▪ in English.   
 
Submissions including results, even if preliminary, are preferred. Although applicants are 
welcome to submit new studies for the competition, presentations accepted at this year’s 
IASSIDD Congress in Amsterdam are also eligible. 
 
Submissions should discuss research including populations with ASD and co-occurring 
intellectual disabilities. Submissions discussing research on ASD populations of average or 
above average intelligence only will not be accepted. 
 

Important Dates: 

September 15, 2021 Applications due 

September 30, 2021 Applicant notifications (i.e., selection of abstracts, schedule of 
presentations) 

End of October Competition (Date TBD, 1-2-day event in mid-October) 

 
Judging Criteria:  
Scoring will be conducted by members of the ASD SIRG executive committee. Each presentation 
will be judged based on the following four areas:  

REQUIREMENTS 
POINTS 
AVAILABLE 

POINTS 
EARNED 

Structure 

Clear narrative flow. Answers: Is there a clear 
beginning (e.g., background, motivation), 
middle (e.g., research questions, methods), 
and end (e.g., findings, implications)?  

5 

 

Communication 

Concise summary of key information. The 
takeaway message is communicated clearly. 
The presentation can be understood by a 
general audience.  

5 

 

Slides 
Visuals are relevant and clear. Slides attract 
attention and encourage memory, and do not 
include too much content or technical jargon.  

5 
 

Overall 
Compelling, high quality. The presentation 
made the audience want to know more.  

5 
 

TOTAL 20  

 
** For additional guidance, please see the PREPARATION & SUPPORT section below. ** 

http://www.iassidd.org/autism-spectrum-disorders/
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PREPARATION & SUPPORT 
 
What Makes a Good Lightning Talk?  

▪ Less is more. Limit your use of text and utilize simple visuals  
▪ Keep these four questions in mind: What motivated your project? What did you do? 

What did you find? Why does it matter?  
▪ Tell a compelling story.  
▪ Ensure that your presentation does not go over the allotted time (i.e., 3 minutes).  

 
Additional Guidelines: 

▪ Speak clearly and slowly, and use common terms 
▪ Choose a high contrast color scheme and make sure images are discernable for color 

blind users. You can use this color blind simulator to check how images in your 
presentation appear to people with different types of color vision. 

▪ Keep the text brief and use large fonts for greater visibility  
▪ Keep graphics simple and verbally describe any graphics/images  
▪ Avoid using animations or a pointer  
▪ Share your contact information 

 
Best Practice for Presenting:   

▪ Find a quiet room (with as little background noise as possible) 
▪ Make sure your face is well lit by sitting in a room with plenty of light, or place a small 

lamp in front of you (but out of the camera view) 
▪ For the best camera angle, adjust the camera to be at an eye level. If using a laptop or 

tablet, you can elevate your device by placing it on a higher surface in order for the 
camera to be at the same level as your eyes.  

▪ Look directly into the camera as much as possible during your presentation. If using 
notes or a script, position them near the computer camera so that you can read them 
without looking away. One way to do this is to position your notes behind your 
computer (e.g., on a music stand or taped to the wall/white board).  

▪ If possible, use headphones or earbuds to help with sound quality. 
 

https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator

